WELCOME TO
JÄNISSAARI
to our humble lodge in the peace of a magnificent island.

We act as though comfort and luxury were the chief requirements
of life, when all that we need to make us really happy is something
to be enthusiastic about.
-Charles Kingsley

WE HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR STAY!

YSTÄVÄLLISIN TERVEISIN

Sanna & Martti
puh. +358 50 5487653 ( Sanna)
puh. + 358 40 740 1831 ( Martti)

We have collected all the information you will need for your stay on Jänissaari Island in this
file.
The file is intended for everyone staying at the cottage, so please don’t remove pages from it;
instead, please keep it in good order and leave it at the cottage in the condition you found it
on arrival, the same as the cottage itself. Feel free to write in the guestbook about your
thoughts and experiences while staying at the cottage.
If you notice anything missing in the file or think of something that could be added, please
write it down in the feedback form so that we can see to it. Thank you.
We wish you a cosy, happy holiday with your family or friends, or in the luxury of your own
company!
LOCATION:
52230 Puumala (address Riutanniementie 311 A)
61.428617, 27.972398

HISTORY
“A little croft on an island in Lake Saimaa, sitting on the porch is Nestori Miikkulainen. He

plays the harmonica, while a ringed seal bobs up and snorts…”
This cottage was built in 1973 as a fishing hut. It’s built from wood that grew on the island
and its builders were Nestori Reponen (the famous Nestori Miikkulainen mentioned in the
lyrics of the song above) and Heino Korhonen. Based on the findings of archaeology
enthusiasts, the island was inhabited as early as the prehistoric era. There are also sings of
slash-and-burn agriculture here.

ENJOYING YOUR TIME AT THE COTTAGE
As you read this, you may have just started to plan your trip or you may already have found
your way to the island. In addition to this cottage, you have the entire island, the barbeque
hut and a rowing boat at your disposal.
The check-in time of the cottage is at 3 pm and check-out time is at 12 noon the next
day.
The official address of the cottage (i.e. the boat mooring place) is Riutanniementie 311. The
boat mooring place is located next to the cottage next door (311A). It is marked with a small
sign that has the Goosemeadow logo on it. The boat mooring place has been marked off
from the adjacent lot with a rope. Please keep to the side of the boat mooring for the
sake of neighbourliness.
COTTAGE
The cottage is a humble fishing hut and is being gradually renovated. It is not fit for winter
habitation.
The cottage is equipped with a gas cooker and a gas refrigerator. Switch on the gas bottles
under the porch of the cottage if they have been switched off (the picture of a flame is
visible on top of the gas bottle when switched on). When necessary, switch on the gas
refrigerator. Alternatively, you can lower a bucket filled with goods into the well and use
this as a refrigerator.
Feel free to use the fireplace in the cottage (don’t forget to have the damper control in the
open position). It’s best to close the damper for the night so that mosquitos can’t get in
through the chimney.

SAUNA
Check that the ash pan has been emptied of ashes before lighting the sauna stove for the first
time. Water is pumped into the sauna using a hand pump. Always fill the water tank in the
sauna stove before lighting the sauna. Don’t forget to open the damper control fully if it’s
closed.
BARBEQUE HUT
The key to the barbeque hut is kept on a hook in the changing room of the sauna on the left
side of the door. The hut has a charcoal grill but you can use small resinous pieces of wood
as kindling. The barbeque hut also houses a small gas cooker/oven.
DISHES
All the dishes in the cottage are there for you to use. Please use the red plastic washing
bowls for washing up. You can heat up water for washing up in a big saucepan on the gas
stove. The water tank in the sauna is also a handy place to get hot water.

DRINKING WATER
There is no well water on the island. In general, the water in Lake Saimaa is always
drinkable, at least when boiled. You can bring along drinking water in a container or collect
it from the well of the cottage on the opposite shore (the left-most cottage when viewed
from the island). The well is right by the shore and has a hand pump. There is a water
canister for this purpose in the changing room of the sauna. If you need help or advice while
staying at the cottage, please ask the neighbours at this cottage on the opposite shore if they
are at home.

ROWING BOAT
The rowing boat is kept in a small cove behind the toilet. Feel free to use it but make sure to
always take good care of it. There is a plug at the bottom of the boat that needs to be put in
before rowing. When coming ashore, pull the boat all the way up and remove the plug to
allow rainwater to drain out. Always wear a life vest when boating.
If you arrive on the island using the cottage’s rowing boat, the official boat mooring place
and parking slot for your car is on the opposite shore to the left of the cottage in the middle.
The boat mooring place is marked with the Goosemeadow logo (Riutanniementie 311A).

ROAMING ON THE ISLAND
The surface area of the island is about 9 hectares and it is a Natura protected area due to the
ringed seals living in the area. There are no other cottages on the island. Sometimes boats or
visitors may stop on the shores of the island and they have the right to do this under the
Finnish concept of everyman’s right. If you have any pets with you, they can roam about the
island freely in accordance with the Hunting Act. Please don’t forget, however, that
unleashed dogs, for example, can cause damage in nature, especially in the spring during
birds’ nesting time. For that reason, please use discretion when allowing your pets to roam
free.
There are old, partly overgrown trails that you can follow to go around the island and climb
its magnificent cliffs to watch the ringed seals with your binoculars.
EVERYMAN´S RIGHT
You may
•
walk, ski or cycle freely, except very near people's homes, or in fields and plantations
which could easily be damaged.
•
camp out temporarily, a reasonable distance from homes
•
pick wild berries, mushrooms and flowers, as long as they are not protected species
•
fish with a rod and line
•
use boats, swim or bathe in inland waters and the sea
•
walk, ski, or drive a motor vehicle or fish on frozen lakes, rivers and the sea.
You may not
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

disturb people or damage property
disturb reindeer, game, breeding birds, their nests or young
let pets off leash
cut down or damage trees
collect moss, lichen or fallen trees from other people's property
light open campfireswithout permission, except in an emergency
disturb people's privacy by camping too near them or making too much noise
leave litter
drive motor vehicles off road without the landowner's permission
hunt without the relevant permits
fish with nets, traps, or a reel and lure without the relevant permits

LEAVING THE COTTAGE:
Please clean the cottage, barbeque hut and toilet before you leave and, at minimum, leave
them in the condition you found them when you arrived. As in open wilderness huts, it's
good manners to leave firewood by the sauna stove and fireplace ready for the next visitor
to use.
Switch off the gas bottle under the porch of the cottage. Empty the water tank in the sauna
and the container for drinking water.
Empty the ashes from the fireplace and the sauna stove into the ash bucket under the cottage,
BUT ONLY IF THE ASHES HAVE COOLED DOWN! Hot ashes should be left in the ash
pan or wetted when emptied into the ash bucket.
RUBBISH
Please take away everything you brought with you, except your stress and worries. If you
arrived on the opposite shore by car, you can leave your rubbish bag at the garbage point
located on the right side after the Hurissalon Sale grocery shop in Hurissalo.

SAFETY
In case of emergencies, you will find safety coordinates and instructions on the cottage wall.
Keep in mind that the general emergency telephone number is 112. This file also contains
basic information about first aid.

SERVICES
The nearest grocery shop is Hurissalon Sale in Hurissalo. In the summer, the closest café is Kahvila
Nestori on Nestorinranta, which you will find to the east of Jänissaari Island, on the other side of the
Vetojako lake area (see ‘services’ in the brochure). You can go ashore at the public jetty of
Nestorinranta and walk about 500 metres to the café. On Rokansaari Island, you will find the lovely
summer café Mallun Kuppila. Other services close by are in the centre of Puumala.

FISHING
Feel free to use the fishing rods on the island. Finding worms on the island may be challenging but
with some luck you’ll find some.
There is currently no other fishing equipment on the island. For more information about fishing
licences, see ‘services’ in the brochure under the heading ‘Fishing in Finland’.

FEEDBACK FORM:
Please write down on this form anything you notice missing or broken, etc. We welcome all
feedback!
Date

Notice

Sign

